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Abstract .
h . , - ’ ich have become synonymous with

Cinema is a realn wblic reflexivity. The 2 C's whic . :
a realm of pub v or viewing practices are Cricket and

Indian cultural traditions with respect to reading .
n varied regional languages and aptly

Cinema. Indian Cinema encompasses films produced i . ‘ 2 SomciTmions il
symbolises the nation’s multilingual reality. Indian Cinema is not synony wi

Bollywood, albeit it must be equally recognised that Bollywood has a wider reach nationally
and globally. This reflective paper envisages that contemporary Bollywood films can become
effective teaching materials and/or resources in a range of subjects taught .a.t the graduate
and post-graduate levels. There is a growing awareness among the academicians that many
contemporary films are raising and dealing with social issues of vital global and national
importance.

This paper is divided into three parts. The introductory part dwells on the complexity of
Indian Cinema. This is followed by a brief discussion of some of the social issues reflected in
contemporary Indian Cinema with specific reference to Bollywood. The exercise is limited to
recent films ie those released in 2017 and is oriented towards linking research and
classroom practices. More specifically, in view of the global emphasis on Skill-based Ability
Enhancement Courses in contemporary education, the mass appeal of Bollywood can be
harnessed effectively in the classroom to enhance the oral and written skills of the learners
through simple conversations, short speeches, debates, group discussions and writing
dialogues, brief paragraphs, encylopaedic entries, film reviews and critical essays.

Keywords: Bollywood, Education, Global, Language, National, Skills, Teaching

Introduction

Cricket and Cinema are two cultural traditions which have become synonymous with ‘India’
and ‘Indianess’. They are two forms of entertainment which unite the Indiansinto, what
Benedict Anderson (1991) terms as ‘an imagined community’in keeping with nationalism as
a by-product of the term ‘modernity’. Cricket has acquired the status of a national sport,
although hockey is India’s national sport. Cinema too has become the largest means of mass
entertainment in India. AshishRajyadhyaksharightly proclaims in Encyclopaedia of Indian
Cinema (1999)that for the Indians anywhere, “a major part of ‘India’ derives from its
xzovies”(p.lO). At this point, it would be useful to outline the objectives and methodology of
the paper.
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g:::f)t\::\s'icsv::?tzz ‘c‘(‘)cn 01}]C<ftwes of !his reflective paper are as follows: a) To provide a

-ompiexity of Indian Cinema b) To list some of the social issues which
ha\.'e been [Tortmyed i recent Bollywood filmse) To undertake a close reading of the film
Totltl’l-' EkPrem Katha. and reflect how it revolves around the national goal of Swachch Bharat
Ab’"y‘.m o Clear} I.“,d 1a Campaign and d) To delineate the possibilities of extending the film’s
post-viewng activities in the Business Communication classroom.

I\.’lcﬂlOdOlO&’ThlS .papcr is both exploratory and reflective and is based on secondary data
like newspaper reviews, books on Film Studies, and primary data i.e. actual viewing of some
of the Bopy\:veod films. At the outset it must be clarified that the paper doesnot claim to be
an authoritative account of the films, but is purely an academic perspective on the way the
films cun studied in the classroom. It is more experimental and from the audience
perspective, here an academician who hopes to extend its scope to skill building in the

classroom. Having said this, let us trace the plural and heterogeneous nature of Indian
Cinema.

The Plurality and Complexityof Indian Cinemalust as scholars of literature and theatre
agree that there is no singular entity called Indian Literature or Indian Theatre, respectively;
film scholars like AshishRajadhyaksha and Paul Willemen, in Encyclopaedia of Indian
Cinema (2012), posit the difficulty of comprehending the complex field of Indian Cinema
while agreeing on its significance in the global era. As Rajyadhyakshacontends, an
‘encounter with a film’ is ‘pre-structured’ and in terms of ‘scale’ and ‘pervasiveness’, films
grapple with notions of ‘Indianness’ and ‘collectivity’. (p. 11)On similar lines, MetteHjort
and Scott MacKenzieproclaim in the introduction to Cinema and the Nation (2000) that
filmsbecome “one of the loci of debates about a nation’s governing principles, goals, heritage
and history”(pp. 3-4). There is a divergence of views regarding the links between the nation
and cinema and citizenship and gender. Ian Jarvie has observed that national cinema can
contribute towards the creation of “a universal sense of citizenship and culture” (2000, pp.
73-74). In pointing out the problems in considering cinema as a ‘national bounded cultural
artefact’, Susan Hayward rejects the stance of gender-neutrality and makes a penetrating
observation that “the woman’s body is closely aligned/identified with nationalist
discourses”(2000, pp. 84-89).It is necessary to bear in mind these critical insights on national
cinema while concentrating on the social issues.

There is general consensus that Indian Cinema encompasses films produced in varied
regional languages and aptly captures the nation’s multilingual reality’. If one were to

! For a quick overview and brief glimpses of the facets of Indian Cinema in India’s many
languages - Malayalam, Kannada, Tamil, Telugu, Marathi, Bengali, Oriya, Assamese, among

others, see B.D.Garga’s So Many Cinemas: The Motion Picture in India (1996).
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anguage, then it could be
ould be considered

ced in the national 1
dor Hindi cinema W

consider national cinema as cinema produ
Ganti enumerates in Bollywood: a

argued that in the Indian context Bollywoo

: . . : Tejaswini
symptomatic of national cinema 1n India.AS ICJ“SW'. ss coined the global
Guidebook to Popular Hindi Cinema (2004), the English language Pre g

‘e 0,
term Bollywood (Bombay+ Hollywood) in the 1970s; comprising zf)A’r:af”;:Z :2:;::::‘
production in India, Bollywood influences “the discourse about Indlandcmj g cu“ures
dichotomies (traditional/modem, global/local and Wester/Easterfl) E:ﬂ }‘:a egin dissatminati ’
nation and Indianness. (pp. 2-3)Doubtlessly, Bollywood_ has. a-lxon iy = d discontents? ni
the national language, given India’s post-Independence linguistic politics acrll . ; c sh: :
recent case in point is the creation of the two states Andhra Pradesh and Telanganawhic

point to the shifting regional/linguistic boundaries.

Be that as it may, for the purposes of this paper, it would be convenient. to ignore the
\ t Indian Cinema is not synonymous with Bollywood,

linguistic politics.While it is agreed tha ; /
it be a wider reach and a greater audience base nationally

it must be admitted that Bollywood has e )
and globally. As such, in the course of the discussion of social issues, this paper draws on
instances from recent Bollywood films wherein social issues of national and global

significance are portrayed.

ur reasons for the turn to Bollywood. First, in dealing with the

More specifically, there are fo
grapple with the

many cinemas of India in its multitudinous languages, this paper attempts to
incomprehensible nature of the wide umbrella term ‘Indian Cinema’ by privileging Hindi
Cinema or Bollywood. This is in keeping with Paul Willemen’s insightful remark regarding
the necessity of “the risk of essentialism” in view of the diversity and plurality of India and
Indian Cinema. (Encyclopaedia of Indian Cinema, 1999, p. 9) Second, in terms of its appeal
and impact and given that cinema is a means of public reflexivity, directors have utilized
films as a means of raising relevant social issues and initiating national and global
debates. Third, today’s generation has easily adopted the national language Hindi and are
enthusiastic viewers of Bollywood films in multiplexes as well as on their laptops or mobiles.
Most importantly, the enormous impact of Bollywood is evidenced in the huge revenue
generation, large-scale employment creation, the numerous Television serials and shows, and
the allied magazines and journals which are consumed by the cine-crazy fans/lovers’.

Global India, as Rini Bhattacharya asserts in Bollywood, Nation and Globalization: An
Incomplete Introduction(2011), has seen the re-emergence of the nation and Bollywood’s
“self-positioning as an unofficial ideological apparatus”(p. 2). It is in the light of this

? For a fuller account of the protest of the South Indians against the hegemony of Hindi, see

Garga’s So Many Cinemas (1996).
*Refer to the introduction in Mishra’s Bollywood Cinema: Temples of Desire (2002).
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g:;ﬂ:mg—r::‘:::l:::nl:lg(:;\\:\::“T; reflects on the social issu(:s portrayed in colm'cmporury
cte and gender)can S’en“ o (?( lf‘ cut through boundaries*(race, region, religion, class,
c o of subjects. In ¢ as an effective teaching resource and/or material covering a wide-
Em:};glanfement Cour:qesn, Bl(::l i}:‘;‘;‘d‘fm, where education lays emphasis on Skill-based Abilify

hing. The aim of S appeal, reach and impact can be effectively employed in
classrom'n teaching. The aim of this paper is limited in view of the space constraints. What
Rl T 10 seeond. part‘ is an attempt to provide a list of some of social issues raised in
recent Bollywood ﬁh}]s in general. The paper is limited to a brief listing of a few
mntemp?@' films with a view to intertwining the oft separated spheres of reel and real
lives. This is followed by a brief analysis of the recent Bollywood film Toilet: EkPremKatha,
loosely Mn?lated as Toilet: A Love Story which portrays a social issue of national
significance i.e. Swachch Bharat Abhiyan or the Clean India Campaign.

Social Issues in Contemporary Indian Cinema: A Quick Overview As mentioned in the
preceding section, the subsequent sections will provide a list of some of the films released
this year i.e. 2017 and give an overview of the social issues portrayed in these films®. It must
be clarified that the list is subjective and can vary according to the interest, choice and
perspective of the teacher who wishes to deploy films in classroom for elaborating subject-
related concepts or skills for there is a blurring of the global and national issues in the
films.The global (and national) social issues encompass the rising concerns with ecological
issues, terrorism, gendered discrimination, drug addiction, pornography, alienation,
disabilities and diseases, among others. While the national social issues consist of the debate
over live-in relationships, long distance marriages, divorces, the rise in crimes against women
(cang rapes, female infanticide, forced marriages, dowry, eve-teasing, stalking, honour
killing, sexual harassament) and opposition to women employment, corrupt and indifferent
police and law and the problems of urban housing.

Some films, for instance Hindi Medium, has returned to the persistent debate over the
medium of Education in a multilingual India, where people are both proud and possessive
about their mother-tongues resulting in the m/other tongue linguistic debates. In an age of
increasing globalisation and the increasing hegemony of the English language (varieties of
englishes too), the concern with indigenous languages is a matter of national/local concern all

over the world

“Raheja and Kothari (2011, p-1)-

> For greater details about these movies, the Wikipedia would be a good beginning.
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C"f“m‘"“ wherein films could be creatively adapted in order to enhance the oral and written
Skl|'|5 of ﬂ.lc lc:utncrs.()n a final note, it must be reiterated that Bollywood films, which arc 4
wopic of discussion amongst the learners, will help the teacher in establishing an association
between the reel and real life situations, enhance the creative, critical and communicative

s:ill's of the learners and help in developing their thinking skills on the lines of citizenship
ideals.
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ABSTRACT
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